Sausage Tree
Kigelia africana
1/ CULTIVATION:  Sow fresh seed in September for the best results. Place the seeds in seedling trays filled with pure river sand. Press the seed into the sand until the tip is level with the sand and cover lightly with a thin layer of sand or pure compost and keep moist. Seeds usually germinate after 10-25 days. The sausage tree is not frost-resistant but if young plants are protected for the first 2-3 years from cold winds in the colder areas, they will survive. The growth rate is at least 1 m per year but it is slower in colder areas. This is a protected tree in South Africa.
2/ The tree is easily propagated from fresh seed sown in river sand in September, or from truncheons. Protect young plants from frost. Plant in full sun, add lots of compost and mulch well. Water moderately. It is relatively pest-free.

Fast-growing and frost-tender, this tree has a rather invasive root system, so keep it clear of buildings, paving, pools, etc. Position it with care - a falling fruit can severely damage a parked vehicle! Despite this, it is said to be a popular shade and street tree in tropical Africa and Australia. Plant alongside rivers and dams on farms and game farms. It is also suitable for large estates and municipal parks. It tolerates temperatures ranging from about 4°C to 40°C.

